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What is the 

digestive 

system? 

The digestive system is a 

continuous tube that 

begins at the mouth and 

ends at the anus.  

Measuring about 30 feet 

long in the average adult, it 

is known as the alimentary 

canal or gastrointestinal 

tract. It has 3 functions:  

the digestion of food into 

nutrients, the absorption 

of nutrients into the 

bloodstream, and the 

elimination of solid 

wastes.  

























The mouth:  

salivary 

glands 

Three pairs of glands 

open into the oral 

cavity, producing 

saliva:  the parotid, 

sublingual                    

and submandibular 

glands. 

The sensory organs such as 

the nose and eyes send a 

message to the brain, the 

brain sends the message to 

the salivary glands, and they 

secrete the chemicals to 

begin the digestive process. 





Pharynx anatomy 












